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the Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way (see Figure 5.2-1).  This narrow strip of land is 
designated in the proposed General Plan as Open Space (OS).  This area is currently not under 
active cultivation and is being used as a potted plant nursery. 
 
Location 3 
 
Location 3 consists of approximately 18 acres of Unique Farmland located north of East Taft 
Avenue and east of SR-55 (see Figure 5.2-1) and follows the Southern California Edison 
easement right-of-way for high tension power lines.  The area is designated as OS in the 
proposed General Plan.  The area is currently not under active cultivation and a portion of the 
site is being used as a plant nursery. 
 
Location 4 
 
Location 4 consists of approximately 8 acres of Unique Farmland east of Meats Avenue and 
north of the City of Villa Park (see Figure 5.2-1) and follows the Southern California Edison 
easement right-of-way for high tension power lines.  The area is designated as OS in the 
proposed General Plan.  The area is currently not under active cultivation and a portion of the 
site is being used as a plant nursery.  A row of greenhouses is also present on a portion of the 
site. 
 
Other Lands 
 
As illustrated in Figure 5.2-1, the planning area contains “Other Land,” which is land designated 
as OS in the planning area. Within this OS area there are nine small, noncontiguous parcels 
zoned for agricultural uses. These lands are not designated by the Department of Conservation as 
Important Farmland. 
 
Williamson Act 
 
The Williamson Act is a statewide mechanism for the preservation of agricultural land and open 
space land.  The Act provides a comprehensive method for local governments to protect 
farmland and open space by allowing lands in agricultural use to be placed under contract 
(agricultural preserve) between a local government and land owner.  No land within the planning 
area is currently under a Williamson Act contract. 
 



5.2  Agricultural Resources 
 
 

 
Page 5.2-6 City of Orange General Plan Program EIR 

08110170.02 Orange GP EIR - Chapter 5.2 Agri Res   2/10/2009 

5.2.2 Threshold for Determining Significance 
 
CEQA Guidelines Appendix G provides the following criteria for determining significance.  For 
the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if implementation of the General Plan 
would:   
 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use; 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract; or 

c)  Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of Farmland, to nonagricultural use. 

5.2.3 Environmental Impact 
 
a)  Conversion of Farmland 
 
Location 1 
 
This location contains approximately 15 acres of land designated by the Department of 
Conservation as Farmland of Statewide Importance and Unique Farmland at the intersection of 
Chapman Avenue and Jamboree Road, identified as Location 1 in Figure 5.2-1.  Although the 
Department of Conservation has identified this area as Important Farmland, half this area has 
already been developed with sports facilities for Santiago Canyon College, while the other half 
has been graded for development.  This site is not used for any type of agricultural production 
and has not been used for agricultural production in the previous 4 years.  This area has not been 
identified in the proposed General Plan as OS or Resource Area (RA).  Instead, the proposed 
General Plan designates this area as PFI.  The PFI designation allows for development of public 
and institutional facilities, schools, and major utility easements and properties.  Furthermore, this 
area was not identified in the existing General Plan as OS or RA and was not intended to be 
reserved for agricultural production.  The existing General Plan designated this area for 
development of Low-Medium Density Residential and PFI.  The area is not well suited for 
agricultural production as the site is isolated from other agricultural land, and surrounded by 
residential development to the north, currently undeveloped land to the east designated in the 
existing and proposed General Plan as Low Density Residential, residential development and 



5.2  Agricultural Resources 
 
 

 
City of Orange General Plan Program EIR Page 5.2-7 
08110170.02 Orange GP EIR - Chapter 5.2 Agri Res   2/10/2009 

commercial development to the south, and Santiago Canyon College to the west.  Although this 
location is designated as Farmland of Statewide Importance and Unique Farmland, previous 
development and grading of the property have substantially reduced the possibility of using the 
site for agricultural production in the future; therefore, the impact of implementing the proposed 
General Plan would be less than significant.  The proposed General Plan does not contain any 
policies to promote farmland cultivation in the planning area. Impacts are less than significant. 
 
Location 2 
 
The narrow strip of Unique Farmland at Location 2 adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad and 
following the Southern California Edison easement right-of-way for high tension power lines is 
designated as OS in the proposed General Plan.  The OS designation in the proposed General 
Plan identifies areas of permanent open space such as steep hillsides, creeks, or environmentally 
sensitive areas that should not be developed.  This area is undeveloped and is currently being 
used as a potted plant nursery.  The proposed General Plan would not alter this designation and 
would not result in the loss of this land for future agricultural use.  The proposed General Plan 
does not contain any policies to promote farmland cultivation in the planning area. Impacts are 
less than significant. 
 
Location 3 
 
The Unique Farmland at Location 3 following the Southern California Edison easement right-of-
way for high tension power lines is designated as OS in the proposed General Plan.  The OS 
designation in the proposed General Plan identifies areas of permanent open space such as steep 
hillsides, creeks, or environmentally sensitive areas that should not be developed.  The Important 
Farmland is this area is located beneath high tension power lines and a portion of the site is 
currently being used as a plant nursery.  The area is currently not under active cultivation.  The 
proposed General Plan would not alter this designation and would not result in the loss of this 
land for future agricultural use.  The proposed General Plan does not contain any policies to 
promote farmland cultivation in the planning area. Impacts are less than significant. 
 
Location 4 
 
The Unique Farmland at Location 4 following the Southern California Edison easement right-of-
way for high tension power lines is designated as OS in the proposed General Plan.  The OS 
designation in the proposed General Plan identifies areas of permanent open space such as steep 
hillsides, creeks, or environmentally sensitive areas that should not be developed.  The Important 
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Farmland in this area is also located beneath high tension power lines and a portion of the site is 
currently being used as a plant nursery.  A portion of the site also contains a row of greenhouses.  
The area is currently not under active cultivation.  The proposed General Plan would not alter its 
OS designation and would not result in the loss of this land for future agricultural use. The 
proposed General Plan does not contain any policies to promote farmland cultivation in the 
planning area. Impacts are less than significant. 
 
b)  Conflict with Agricultural Zoning or Williamson Act Contract 
 
The City’s Zoning Ordinance contains an Agricultural Zoning District for the purpose of 
preserving areas of the City for agricultural production.  There are nine noncontiguous parcels 
throughout the eastern half of the City primarily on hillsides that are within the Agricultural 
Zoning District.  There is no active cultivation or agriculture on any of the nine parcels and the 
majority of the land is undeveloped except for minor access roads.  The proposed General Plan 
designates these nine areas as OS.  The proposed General Plan does not propose any changes to 
areas designated as OS that would affect the Agricultural Zoning Districts.  Additionally, none of 
the areas zoned as Agricultural Districts are identified by the Department of Conservation as 
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance.  Therefore, the 
proposed General Plan would not conflict with Agricultural Zoning and impacts would be less 
than significant. 
 
No Williamson Act contract lands currently exist within the planning area.  No conflicts would 
result from the implementation of the proposed General Plan.  Therefore, the proposed General 
Plan would not conflict with Williamson Act contracts and impacts would be less than 
significant. 
 
c)  Other Changes Converting Farmland 
 
The proposed General Plan also contains an RA land use designation.  This land use is intended 
to allow for the continued use of mining activities and agricultural uses.  None of the lands under 
this General Plan land use designation are identified as Prime, Unique, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance.  No changes to the RA land use designation will occur with implementation of the 
proposed General Plan and potential impacts to these resources would be less than significant. 
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5.2.4 Mitigation Measures 
 
No mitigation measures have been identified as no significant agricultural resources impacts 
have been identified. 
 
5.2.5 Impact after Mitigation 
 
Impacts to agricultural resources are less than significant. 
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